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he winter darkness 
was briefly illumi-
nated by candlelight 
Dec. 2 during a 
traditional Swedish 
celebration of Saint Lucia. patron 
saint of light, warmth. friendship 
and love. 
The audience at St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church in Bowling 
Green sat expectantly as all the 
church's lights were extinguished, 
save for one large candle lit by 
Lena Ekman Frisk, a visiting music 
education faculty member from 
Sweden and directer of the 
BGSU Women's Chorus in the 
College of Musical Arts. Frisk 
quietly read a Swedish poem, 
saying, ·Fear not the dark. for it is 
the home of light.· 
Suddenly the sound of 
women's voices rose from each 
side of the room. meeting and 
overlapping in the 
vaulted space. as the 
78-member chorus 
sang ·Night on Our 
Earth.· When the 
enveloping harmonies 
subsided. a single 
new voice was heard 
from the back of 
church, a sweet 
soprano singing the 
familiar Italian folk 
song ·Santa Lucia.· 
And down the 
center aisle slowly 
walked three young 
women dad in white 
BGSU students 
(from left) Kristen 
Basore. Danielle 
Spishak (as Saint Lucia} 
and Bedty Minger 
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Saint Lucia concert brings Sweden to Bowling Green 
dresses with red ribbons around 
the waist and headpieces of 
greenery. The one in the middle, 
representing the third-century 
saint. supported five lit candles 
in her crown. As they processed. 
now all singing, toward the front 
of the church, the other members 
of the chorus. each holding a 
candle. moved forward along 
with them. adding their voices 
to the song until the church rang 
with ethereal sound as lights 
from candles. wreaths and trees 
shone brightly. 
The chorus performed 
several more holiday songs, 
sung in Swedish and English. St. 
Mark's organist Kevin McGill ac-
companied the Women's Chorus 
on the final piece. Handel's 
"Dotter Sion." 
Then the church was once more 
darkened except for the singers' 
candles. The audience was bathed 
in waves of sound as, led by the 
trio, the chorus filed out singing 
HSanta Lucia. H 
The Lucia concert. not widely 
seen in the United States but 
widely popular in Sweden. was 
made possible by Frisk. who is 
taking part in a faculty exchange 
this year with Dr. Mark Munson. 
music education. The idea for 
the performance was actually 
Munson's. Frisk said. He sug-
gested it while visiting her at her 
home in Sweden in preparation 
for their exchange. 
Singing the lead role of Lucia 
was Danielle Spishak of Elyria. 
HDanielle has a very natural talent 
and sings in a beautiful pitch, H 
Frisk said of her choice for the 
lead, adding that Spisha~ was 
also able to capture the Swedish 
pronunciation and had the grace-
ful posture and gait necessary to 
carry the candles on her head. 
Also featured were Becky 
Minger. of Sylvania. and Kristen 
Basore. of Powell. ·1 looked for 
three voices that would blend 
together very well,· Frisk added. 
Frisk brought the costumes 
from Sweden in anticipation of 
the concert. She wore her own 
traditional national costume. 
complete with elements that 
identify her as a native of Malmo. 
such as a special collar and vest 
with woven blue silk ribbons on 
the back. 
Hin Sweden. many pieces of 
music are composed for women's 
voices, .. Frisk said. H It's part of a 
feminine tradition. H 
Lucia's story was carried from 
Italy to Sweden around 1700, and 
around 1880 ·the 
tradition exploded 
to become very, 
very popular. H 
Frisk said. Every 
town, as well 
as workplaces. 
choral groups and 
churches. chooses 
a young woman 
to portray the 
saint. ·1rs a very 
great, high honor 
to be chosen.· 
she noted. The 
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BGSU scientist sees things in a 
B 
eing a scientist entails 
looking at things in a 
new light. and 
doing exactly that 
has put a Bowling Green State 
University photochemist in his 
field's international spotlight. 
Dr. Felix Castellano's discovery 
of how to ·upconvert• green 
light to higher-energy blue light 
was the subject of a story in the 
American Chemical Society's 
Chemical and Engineering 
News-· our trade journal,· noted 
Dr. Michael Ogawa. chair of the 
BGSU chemistry department. 
Castellano's artide about his 
and two colleagues' find was then 
the inside cover story of Chemical 
Communications. a publication of 
the Royal Society of Chemistry. 
It also appeared on the British-
based society's Web site as a 
"hot artide. • 
The attention stemmed from 
the discovery of what Chemical 
and Engineering News termed "a 
simple. low-power photochemical 
method" for the conversion to 
blue light. While red and green 
light can be readily produced. 
scientists have struggled to find 
an efficient and stable way to 
generate the third primary color of 
light-blue-in molecular systems. 
according to the journal. 
·Tue main thing the field has 
embraced about this is that it's 
very. very efficient." said Castel-
lano. an associate professor of 
chemistry and a principal member 
of the Center for Photochemical 
Sciences at BGSU. 
"It's strikingly visual. too/ he 
added. citing a photograph that 
shows a beam of green light 
from a laser pointer entering a 
vial of dear liquid. where it 
becomes a blue beam. "That's the 
incredible thing." 
·This is probably the biggest 
scientific discovery to ever come 
out of Bowling Green and has 
many important implications for 
developing new technologies." 
Ogawa said. 
The U.S. Air Force Office of 
Scientific Research is funding 
the three-year. $300,000 study 
that has produced the finding. 
so potential applications are 
particularly relevant to the military. 
But eventual uses of their work 
aren't the focus of his 11-member 
research group. "Our valuable 
contribution is in these ideas 
and concepts," he pointed out. 
"We're funded for ideas." 
The kind of photochemical 
process that produces the 
transformation from green to 
blue light has been studied since 
the 1960s. said Castellano, who 
recently won BGSU's Olscamp 
Research Award for 2005. The 
award is given annually to a 
member of the BGSU faculty for 
outstanding scholarly or creative 
accomplishments during the 
previous three-year period. The 
quality of research is evaluated in 
terms of several criteria. induding 
significance within the discipline; 
national and international import; 
artistic or scholarly creativity. 
and contribution to knowledge, 
culture or professional practice. 
Castellano attributed the ability 
to take the next step in the re-
search to the scientific method of 
observation and experimentation. 
"We connected it together but 
only because we conducted a lot 
of experiments that led us down 
the pathway," he said. referring 
also to colleagues Radiy lslangulov 
and Denis Kozlov. lslangulov is a 
student in BGSU's photochemical 
sciences doctoral program. while 
Kozlov earned his Ph.D. from the 
University last August and is now 
a researcher for Sherwin-Williams 
in Cleveland. 
Castellano. a Bowling Green 
faculty member since 1998. 
admitted he's still trying to un-
derstand the sequence of events 
that generates the upconversion. 
which he said must also work in 
the solid state to be practical. 
"It's nice to be recognized. but 
we still have a lot to learn and 
understand." he acknowledged. 
The recognition of his work 
is not a first for Castellano. 
who earned master's and 
doctoral degrees in physical 
inorganic chemistry from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1993 and 
1996. ~espectively. 
In 2002, he was named BGSU's 
Outstanding Young Scholar and 
received his first major research 
funding from the National Science 
Foundation via a five-year. 
$470.000 Faculty Early Career 
Development award. "That money 
seeded everything else that came 
after it." said Castellano. who is 
now in the fourth year of what 
Ogawa called the foundation's 
most prestigious award for junior 
faculty members. 
Research Conference honors Fischer, Castellano 
T
he University recognized two scholars. one near the beginning of his career and the 
other already well established, at the annual BGSU Research Conference Nov. 3. 
Dr. John Fischer, School of Teaching and Leaming, was named the 2005 Outstand-
ing Young Scholar. The award indudes S2.000 in cash and an additional S 1,000 placed in a 
research account for his use over the next year. 
Dr. Felix Castellano. chemistry, won the Olscamp Research Award, which comes with a 
$2,000 cash award and a reserved parking space for one year. (See related story.) 
Sine~ j~ning ~faculty ~n 2000. Fischer's research has involved the collection and analysis 
of quahtatNe data m three interrelated areas: urban education. international civic education 
and applied instructional technology. 
In the area of urban education, he focuses on democratic teaching practices and teacher 
involvement in the school restructuring process, looking especially at the experiences of 
continued on back page 
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So""ing seeds to help 
northwest Ohio greenhouses grow 
ucas County is a 
national leader in a 
growing industry. 
The county is in 
the top 5 percent of 
counties nationwide 
in square footage devoted to 
greenhouse production and 
floriculture. It's 94th among all 
U.S. counties. and fourth in Ohio. 
in sales of greenhouse and 
nursery crops. 
But for growers in Lucas 
County. and throughout north-
west Ohio. the question is how 
to remain viable in the face of 
increasing competition-especially 
from Canada-and flight of the 
younger generation from what are 
often family-owned businesses. 
Dr. Michael Carroll. an 
economist and director of the 
Center for Regional Development. 
is among the researchers in a 
federally funded project who 
believe they have an answer. 
It's called a duster. in which 
interdependent groups of 
businesses collaborate for the 
betterment of all. In this case, 
the cluster encompasses area 
greenhouses and their suppliers 
that have banded together as 
Maumee Valley Growers. 
"It's a new way of doing 
economic development," said 
Carroll. "It's economic develop-
ment from the inside out." 
meaning a focus is on existing 
businesses. he explained. 
Carroll and Dr. Neil Reid of the 
University of Toledo are two of 15 
university faculty members who 
have been looking into green-
houses with the support of U.S. 
Department of Agriculture funds 
funneled through the Ohio State 
University Research Foundation. 
About $240,000 went into the 
first year of the project, in which 
northwest Ohio greenhouse 
owners were surveyed and a 
study found that economically, 
the greenhouse effect in Lucas. 
Wood. Fulton. Ottawa and Erie 
counties alone is roughly S 100 
million per year. 
Funding rose to $667,000 for 
the second year and $679.000 
for this year as researchers have 
developed the cluster approach to 






of the border 
have increased 
especially in the 
last five years, 
Carroll noted. 
s.aying. "I think 
they (Canadian 
growers) have 
just gotten larger 
greenhouses and 





lem is keeping 
younger members 
of families in the 
Richard Bostdorff. 
owner of Bostdorff 
Greenhouse Aaes 
area when more are leaving the 
farm and not returning, leaving 
·nobody to hand off the family 
business to." he pointed out. 
The cluster project infrastruc-
ture includes an advisory board 
that consists of greenhouse and 
farm market owners, as well as 
representatives of the Regional 
Growth Partnership and the OSU 
Extension. 
Chairing the board's monthly 
meetings is the cluster "cham-
pion." Dr. Dean Krauskopf from 
the Michigan State University 
Extension Service. With more than 
20 years in the industry. Krauskopf 
was hired as a part-time liaison to 
·go around and talk to growers 
and be more in the field. literally, 
with the greenhouse industry." 
Carroll said. Because trade crosses 
political borders. he added, the 
hiring of Krauskopf was also 
part of an effort to break those 
borders down. 
Joe Perlaky, former commis-
sioner of economic development 
for the city of Toledo, is project 
manager for the duster. 
·1f we don't pull together to 
identify and solve our problems. 
we will surely lose a number 
of greenhouses." said Richard 
Bostdorff. owner of Bostdorff 
Greenhouse Acres north of 
Bowling Green. ·we need to 
market our industry so the public 
Saint Lucia 
continued from front page 
celebration of light is always 
held on Dec. 13. since that 
was believed to be the longest 
and darkest night of the year and 
the day Lucia was martyred for 
her faith. 
The celebration of Saint Lucia 
was marked as early as A.O. 
700. ·Lucia lived during a period 
when Christians were in a very 
bad situation,· Frisk explained. 
A beautiful girl from a wealthy 
Christian family in Syracuse. Italy. 
Lucia became deeply religious 
understands the value 
of locally grown plants and 
demands homegrown plants 
from retailers." 
Bostdorff is an advisory board 
member of Maumee Valley Grm-v-
ers, who are working with Thread. 
a Maumee advertising agency. 
to establish an identifiable brand 
and develop a comprehensive 
marketing plan. 
"I don't think anyplace in 
the nation has taken the duster 
concept and put it into action like 
this," Carroll said, noting that a 
grower survey "identified lack of 
knowledge about marketing as 
a critical competitive challenge 
facing the industry. 
"Developing an identifiable 
brand and marketing strategy for 
the northwest Ohio greenhouse 
industry has the potential to allow 
growers to increase market share. 
charge higher prices and secure 
larger profit margins. n 
Opportunities for collaboration 
among growers in other aspects 
of the industry are being explored 
as well. High energy prices were 
identified as a challenge even be-
fore the most recent price spikes. 
and with the duster strategy in 
place. growers are collaboratively 
investigating energy audits. group 
purchasing price reductions and 
energy co-ops. 
following her mother's miraculous 
recovery from a serious illness. and 
angered her fiance by breaking 
off their engagement. She was 
beheaded in A.O. 304. 
·Four hundred years later. 
when Sweden was a Catholic 
country. she was declared a 
saint." Frisk said. 
Also on the Dec. 2 program 
was the A Cappetta Choir. 
directed by Sandra Frey Stegman. 
music education. The group 
sang songs reflecting the theme 
of love. Frisk added, "The two 
themes of Lucia and love go very 
well together. H 
BGSU scientist sees things in a 
B 
eing a scientist entails 
looking at things in a 
new light. and 
doing exactly that 
has put a Bowling Green State 
University photochemist in his 
field's international spotlight. 
Dr. Felix Castellano's discovery 
of how to ·upconvert• green 
light to higher-energy blue light 
was the subject of a story in the 
American Chemical Society's 
Chemical and Engineering 
News-· our trade journal,· noted 
Dr. Michael Ogawa. chair of the 
BGSU chemistry department. 
Castellano's artide about his 
and two colleagues' find was then 
the inside cover story of Chemical 
Communications. a publication of 
the Royal Society of Chemistry. 
It also appeared on the British-
based society's Web site as a 
"hot artide. • 
The attention stemmed from 
the discovery of what Chemical 
and Engineering News termed "a 
simple. low-power photochemical 
method" for the conversion to 
blue light. While red and green 
light can be readily produced. 
scientists have struggled to find 
an efficient and stable way to 
generate the third primary color of 
light-blue-in molecular systems. 
according to the journal. 
·Tue main thing the field has 
embraced about this is that it's 
very. very efficient." said Castel-
lano. an associate professor of 
chemistry and a principal member 
of the Center for Photochemical 
Sciences at BGSU. 
"It's strikingly visual. too/ he 
added. citing a photograph that 
shows a beam of green light 
from a laser pointer entering a 
vial of dear liquid. where it 
becomes a blue beam. "That's the 
incredible thing." 
·This is probably the biggest 
scientific discovery to ever come 
out of Bowling Green and has 
many important implications for 
developing new technologies." 
Ogawa said. 
The U.S. Air Force Office of 
Scientific Research is funding 
the three-year. $300,000 study 
that has produced the finding. 
so potential applications are 
particularly relevant to the military. 
But eventual uses of their work 
aren't the focus of his 11-member 
research group. "Our valuable 
contribution is in these ideas 
and concepts," he pointed out. 
"We're funded for ideas." 
The kind of photochemical 
process that produces the 
transformation from green to 
blue light has been studied since 
the 1960s. said Castellano, who 
recently won BGSU's Olscamp 
Research Award for 2005. The 
award is given annually to a 
member of the BGSU faculty for 
outstanding scholarly or creative 
accomplishments during the 
previous three-year period. The 
quality of research is evaluated in 
terms of several criteria. induding 
significance within the discipline; 
national and international import; 
artistic or scholarly creativity. 
and contribution to knowledge, 
culture or professional practice. 
Castellano attributed the ability 
to take the next step in the re-
search to the scientific method of 
observation and experimentation. 
"We connected it together but 
only because we conducted a lot 
of experiments that led us down 
the pathway," he said. referring 
also to colleagues Radiy lslangulov 
and Denis Kozlov. lslangulov is a 
student in BGSU's photochemical 
sciences doctoral program. while 
Kozlov earned his Ph.D. from the 
University last August and is now 
a researcher for Sherwin-Williams 
in Cleveland. 
Castellano. a Bowling Green 
faculty member since 1998. 
admitted he's still trying to un-
derstand the sequence of events 
that generates the upconversion. 
which he said must also work in 
the solid state to be practical. 
"It's nice to be recognized. but 
we still have a lot to learn and 
understand." he acknowledged. 
The recognition of his work 
is not a first for Castellano. 
who earned master's and 
doctoral degrees in physical 
inorganic chemistry from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1993 and 
1996. ~espectively. 
In 2002, he was named BGSU's 
Outstanding Young Scholar and 
received his first major research 
funding from the National Science 
Foundation via a five-year. 
$470.000 Faculty Early Career 
Development award. "That money 
seeded everything else that came 
after it." said Castellano. who is 
now in the fourth year of what 
Ogawa called the foundation's 
most prestigious award for junior 
faculty members. 
Research Conference honors Fischer, Castellano 
T
he University recognized two scholars. one near the beginning of his career and the 
other already well established, at the annual BGSU Research Conference Nov. 3. 
Dr. John Fischer, School of Teaching and Leaming, was named the 2005 Outstand-
ing Young Scholar. The award indudes S2.000 in cash and an additional S 1,000 placed in a 
research account for his use over the next year. 
Dr. Felix Castellano. chemistry, won the Olscamp Research Award, which comes with a 
$2,000 cash award and a reserved parking space for one year. (See related story.) 
Sine~ j~ning ~faculty ~n 2000. Fischer's research has involved the collection and analysis 
of quahtatNe data m three interrelated areas: urban education. international civic education 
and applied instructional technology. 
In the area of urban education, he focuses on democratic teaching practices and teacher 
involvement in the school restructuring process, looking especially at the experiences of 
continued on back page 
Colored 
"' - - . 
Paper 
So""ing seeds to help 
northwest Ohio greenhouses grow 
ucas County is a 
national leader in a 
growing industry. 
The county is in 
the top 5 percent of 
counties nationwide 
in square footage devoted to 
greenhouse production and 
floriculture. It's 94th among all 
U.S. counties. and fourth in Ohio. 
in sales of greenhouse and 
nursery crops. 
But for growers in Lucas 
County. and throughout north-
west Ohio. the question is how 
to remain viable in the face of 
increasing competition-especially 
from Canada-and flight of the 
younger generation from what are 
often family-owned businesses. 
Dr. Michael Carroll. an 
economist and director of the 
Center for Regional Development. 
is among the researchers in a 
federally funded project who 
believe they have an answer. 
It's called a duster. in which 
interdependent groups of 
businesses collaborate for the 
betterment of all. In this case, 
the cluster encompasses area 
greenhouses and their suppliers 
that have banded together as 
Maumee Valley Growers. 
"It's a new way of doing 
economic development," said 
Carroll. "It's economic develop-
ment from the inside out." 
meaning a focus is on existing 
businesses. he explained. 
Carroll and Dr. Neil Reid of the 
University of Toledo are two of 15 
university faculty members who 
have been looking into green-
houses with the support of U.S. 
Department of Agriculture funds 
funneled through the Ohio State 
University Research Foundation. 
About $240,000 went into the 
first year of the project, in which 
northwest Ohio greenhouse 
owners were surveyed and a 
study found that economically, 
the greenhouse effect in Lucas. 
Wood. Fulton. Ottawa and Erie 
counties alone is roughly S 100 
million per year. 
Funding rose to $667,000 for 
the second year and $679.000 
for this year as researchers have 
developed the cluster approach to 






of the border 
have increased 
especially in the 
last five years, 
Carroll noted. 
s.aying. "I think 
they (Canadian 
growers) have 
just gotten larger 
greenhouses and 





lem is keeping 
younger members 
of families in the 
Richard Bostdorff. 
owner of Bostdorff 
Greenhouse Aaes 
area when more are leaving the 
farm and not returning, leaving 
·nobody to hand off the family 
business to." he pointed out. 
The cluster project infrastruc-
ture includes an advisory board 
that consists of greenhouse and 
farm market owners, as well as 
representatives of the Regional 
Growth Partnership and the OSU 
Extension. 
Chairing the board's monthly 
meetings is the cluster "cham-
pion." Dr. Dean Krauskopf from 
the Michigan State University 
Extension Service. With more than 
20 years in the industry. Krauskopf 
was hired as a part-time liaison to 
·go around and talk to growers 
and be more in the field. literally, 
with the greenhouse industry." 
Carroll said. Because trade crosses 
political borders. he added, the 
hiring of Krauskopf was also 
part of an effort to break those 
borders down. 
Joe Perlaky, former commis-
sioner of economic development 
for the city of Toledo, is project 
manager for the duster. 
·1f we don't pull together to 
identify and solve our problems. 
we will surely lose a number 
of greenhouses." said Richard 
Bostdorff. owner of Bostdorff 
Greenhouse Acres north of 
Bowling Green. ·we need to 
market our industry so the public 
Saint Lucia 
continued from front page 
celebration of light is always 
held on Dec. 13. since that 
was believed to be the longest 
and darkest night of the year and 
the day Lucia was martyred for 
her faith. 
The celebration of Saint Lucia 
was marked as early as A.O. 
700. ·Lucia lived during a period 
when Christians were in a very 
bad situation,· Frisk explained. 
A beautiful girl from a wealthy 
Christian family in Syracuse. Italy. 
Lucia became deeply religious 
understands the value 
of locally grown plants and 
demands homegrown plants 
from retailers." 
Bostdorff is an advisory board 
member of Maumee Valley Grm-v-
ers, who are working with Thread. 
a Maumee advertising agency. 
to establish an identifiable brand 
and develop a comprehensive 
marketing plan. 
"I don't think anyplace in 
the nation has taken the duster 
concept and put it into action like 
this," Carroll said, noting that a 
grower survey "identified lack of 
knowledge about marketing as 
a critical competitive challenge 
facing the industry. 
"Developing an identifiable 
brand and marketing strategy for 
the northwest Ohio greenhouse 
industry has the potential to allow 
growers to increase market share. 
charge higher prices and secure 
larger profit margins. n 
Opportunities for collaboration 
among growers in other aspects 
of the industry are being explored 
as well. High energy prices were 
identified as a challenge even be-
fore the most recent price spikes. 
and with the duster strategy in 
place. growers are collaboratively 
investigating energy audits. group 
purchasing price reductions and 
energy co-ops. 
following her mother's miraculous 
recovery from a serious illness. and 
angered her fiance by breaking 
off their engagement. She was 
beheaded in A.O. 304. 
·Four hundred years later. 
when Sweden was a Catholic 
country. she was declared a 
saint." Frisk said. 
Also on the Dec. 2 program 
was the A Cappetta Choir. 
directed by Sandra Frey Stegman. 
music education. The group 
sang songs reflecting the theme 
of love. Frisk added, "The two 
themes of Lucia and love go very 
well together. H 
Conference honors 
continued from page 2 
social studies teachers. He has been instrumental in the College 
of Education and Human Development's work in East Toledo and 
has played a major role in the ongoing, multimillion-dollar GEAR 
UP grant He serves as site coordinator for school reform and staff 
development at East Toledo Junior High School. 
•Iii-J~f=~ 
rromtheSchoolofArt 
Fischer's international civic-education efforts center on the 
development of active, democratic teaching strategies. He has 
worked to develop teacher exchanges between the United States. 
Poland and Africa. For over 10 year.. his work has centered on a 
partnership with the Center for Citizenship Education in Warsaw. 
Poland. The Ohio'Poland partnership is supported by a U.S. 
Department of Education subgrant from the Center for Civic 
Education in California, and has sent groups of educators from 
Ohio to Poland, and from Poland to Ohio and other parts of the 
United States. Fischer is now designing knowledge and attitude 
surveys, site visit protocols and interview schedules to be used 
over the 2005-06 school year all across Poland. 
For the African project, the U.S. Department of State Bureau 
of Education and Cultural Affairs funded a project in 2003 
that brought Kenyan and South African teachers to Bowling 
Green. The grant resulted in the development of a collection of 
lessons and, most importantly, the development of a democratic 
framework that serves as a Wa'f of sharing the analysis and results 
of collected data with the targeted communities. 
Last. Fischer's work with applied instructional technology 
focuses on improved classroom teaching practices and enhanced 
opportunities for international experiences in teacher preparation. 
In collaboration with other colleagues. he has developed 
curricular materials that are now receiving national and 
international attention. 
Fischer has ·succeeded in demonstrating an overwhelming 
commitment to rigorous inquiry, published a dozen articles in 
referred journals, and has secured major grant funding,· wrote 
his nominators. adding his projects and research efforts speak not 
only to the respect he has garnered from his peers but also to his 
bright future as a national and international figure in educational 
research. His work is also the embodiment of the University's 
focus on the scholarship of engagement. in his case, via the 
systemic study of educational institutions and practice through 
collaborative efforts that meet the needs of urban schools and 
teacher preparation while concomitantly constructing and extend-
ing knowledge in his field. 
BGSU~ 
Bowling Green State University 
Graduate jewelry/metals 
students exhibit in 
La Petite XIII 
Graduate student Jaci Crissman 
and Sunshine Holk-Vekas. '04, 
bachelor of fine arts, both had 
works accepted in the national 
competitive exhibition. La Petite 
XIII, at the Alder Art Gallery in 
Coburg. Ore. Crissman exhibited 
three bracelets and Holk-Vekas 
showed ·Planning a Wedding· (a 
tea infuser and tea caddy) which 
she completed last year. 
Muir ranks as finalist in 
2005 Niche Awards 
Tom Muir. professor, is one of 
five finalists for the 2005 Niche 
Awards in the Handwoven Fibers 
Category. Muir was selected 
from over 1,000 entries with his 
first fiber piece. a larger than 
life-sized teapot titled ·Please Do 
Not Touch The Artwork,· made 




Andrew Hershberger. assistant 
professor, gave an invited lecture 
on modem and contemporary 
Czech photography in conjunction 
with the opening of ·cultural 
Domestication - Instinctual Desire: 
An Exhibition of Contemporary 
Czech Art. at the Center for the 
Visual Arts at the University 
ofToledo. 
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He has also been invited to 
give a lecture on the opening day 
of the exhibition ·Photography 
Past/Forward: Aperture at so· 
in February at the Museum 
of Fine Arts. St. Petersburg. 
Fla. This show celebrates the 
ongoing journal Aperture with 
150 images ·culled from every 
period of the magazine's history.· 
Minor White. the co-founder and 
editor of Aperture from 1952 to 
1975, has been a major focus of 
Hershberger's research within the 
history of photography. 
Hershberger has also been 
selected by peer review to give a 
poster presentation on ·The Dark 
Side of Photography: A History of 
Negative Imagery· at the College 
Art Association conference in 
Boston in February. This 
presentation is a continuation 
of Hershberger's negative print 
project from his 2004 Ansel 
Adams Research Fellowship at the 
Center for Creative Photography 
at the University of Arizona. 
Kim, Rusnak 
receive awards at 
Cleveland exhibition 
Taehee Kim. instructor. received 
the best of show award with a 
Sl.000 cash prize for ·Medita-
tion· at the 3rd Cleveland Biennial 
Juried Exhibition. Laura Rusnak. 
instructor. received an honorable 
mention with a $500 cash 
prize for • (R) Doc Book· at the 
exhibition. which ran in late 2005 
at the Cleveland State University 
Art Gallery. There were 48 artists 
and 60 objects selected for the 
exhibition. Only three honorable 
mentions and one best of show 
were awarded cash prizes. 
Chong receives 
Crystal award 
Instructor Alexdrina Chong's 
poster design for the 2005 BGSU 
New Music and Art Festival 
received a Crystal award from the 
Toledo chapter of the Association 
for Women in Communications. 
The gala reception and exhibition 
took place at the McMaster 
Center at the Main Library 
Toledo-Lucas County Public 
Library in November. 
